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Case 2888 

Valdivianemertes Stiasny-Wijnhoif, 1923 (Nemertea): proposed 
conservation 

Frank B. Crandall 

Turkey Run Research Institute, 900 Turkey Run Road, McLean, 

Virginia 22101-1700, U.S.A. 

Abstract. The purpose of this application is to conserve the nemertean generic name 
Valdivianemertes Stiasny-Wijnhoff, 1923, which is threatened by the senior objective 
synonym Akrostomum Grube, 1840. Akrostomum has not been mentioned, except’ as 
a synonym, for more than 100 years. 



1. The genus Akrostomum Grube, 1840 (p. 57) was originally established for the 
new nominal species A. stannii. The description was based upon a single preserved 
specimen from the Mediterranean; it clearly referred to a nemertean (and most 
probably a monostiliferan), but was so indeterminate that the name was listed as a 
nomen dubium by Gibson & Crandall (1989). However, the holotype still exists (see 
para. 4 below). 

2. The taxon was listed uncertainly by Orsted (1843, 1844) as Acrostomum [sic] 
stannii, and by Diesing (1850, 1862) as Acrostofnufn Stannii. Cams (1885) also listed 
A. stannii as dubious, and suggested that Amphiporus hastatus McIntosh, 1873 and 
Ampbiporus pugnax Hubrecht, 1879 possibly belonged to the doubtful genus 
'Acrostomuni. Hubrecht (1879) listed A. stannii as a synonym of Amphiporus 
hastatus, but later (1883) listed Amphiporus hastatus and bioculatus McIntosh, 1873 
as synonyms of Akrostomum stannii. Joubin (1890, 1894) also listed Akrostomum 
stannii as a synonym of Amphiporus hastatus, and also (1894) used Carus’s exact 
words (without attribution) to suggest that Amphiporus pugnax might belong to 
Acrostomum [sic]. Vaillant (1890, p. 601) listed Akrostomum stannii as a ‘species 
indeterminata’, questioning whether it was even a nemertean and (p. 609) mentioned 
Hubrecht’s suggested synonymies. None of these authors added any new informa- 
tion, and all of these synonymies have been universally rejected for the past 100 years. 
Amphiporus bioculatus (sensu McIntosh), A. hastatus and A. pugnax are now 
regarded (Gibson & Crandall, 1989) as nomina dubia. 

3. There is only one other instance of the adoption of the generic name 
Akrostomum or Acrostomum for a species. Diesing (1862) reported Folia canescens 
(Leuckart, 1849) as Acrostomum canescens but Burger (1904) transferred this taxon 
to Amphiporus Ehrenberg, 1831. Gibson & Crandall (1989) regarded A. canescens as 
a nomen dubium. 

4. Burger was able to compare a preserved collection of specimens from Naples 
with Gmbe's fragmented specimen of Akrostomum stannii contained in the Berlin 
Natural History Museum collections, and satisfied himself that they were the same 
species. The specimen remains in Berlin, where it is listed as Amphiporus stannii (No. 
1962, Holotype). Burger published (1895a, b) a considerably expanded description of 
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the taxon under the name Amphiporus staniusi. His altered spelling of the specific 
name possibly resulted from confusion over the proper latinized form of the personal 
name but he later (1904) corrected it to Amphiporus stcmnii, listing all the earlier 
names as synonyms. His placement of the species in the older genus Amphiporus was 
entirely consistent with Amphiporus as understood at that time but not as more 
recently treated by Gibson & Crandall (1989, 1991), that is with Planaria lactiflorea 
Johnston, 1828 as the type species (see BZN 48: 22-24 & Opinion 1675, BZN 49: 
157). 

5. Stiasny-Wijnhoff (1923), with insight gained through extensive studies of new 
expedition collections, recognized that Amphiporus stannii, as described by Burger 
(1895a, b), and another species obtained from South Africa which Burger (1909) had 
described as Drepanophorus valdiviae, were very closely related and so unique as to 
require a new genus, which she (1923, p. 643) called Valdivianemertes. No type 
material of D. valdiviae is known to exist. Stiasny-Wijnhoff did not designate a type 
species or family placement for Valdivianemertes, although she noted that stannii and 
valdiviae belong to the monostilifera. She did not mention the earlier name 
Akrostomum. 

6. Valdivianemertes was later accepted by Friedrich (1935, 1955, 1957), Stiasny- 
Wijnhoff (1936), Kirsteuer (1963, 1973), Gibson (1972, 1982, 1988), Gibson & 
Crandall (1989) and Crandall (1993a, 1993b). 

7. In a review of the genus Valdivianemertes, 1 have noted (1993a) that the generic 
name Akrostomum has not been used, except as a synonym, for over 100 years, and 
that Valdivianemertes is the name by which the genus has been recognized and 
understood since 1923. I retained the name Valdivianemertes in accordance with 
Article 23b of the Code, designated (p. 181) Akrostomum stannii Grube, 1840 as the 
type species, and assigned (p. 183) the genus to the family cratenemertidae 
Friedrich, 1968 (p. 35) since it conforms to that diagnosis. 

8. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly 
asked: 

(1) to use its plenary powers to suppress the generic name Akrostomum Grube, 
1840 for the purposes of the Principle of Priority but not for those of the 
Principle of Homonymy; 

(2) to place on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology the name 
Valdivianemertes Stiasny-Wijnhoff, 1923 (gender: feminine), type species by 
designation by Crandall (1993) Akrostomum stannii Grube, 1840; 

(3) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name stannii 
Grube, 1840, as published in the binomen Akrostomum stannii (specific name 
of the type species of Valdivianemertes Stiasny-Wijnhoff, 1923); 

(4) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Names in Zoology the 
following names: 

(a) Akrostomum Grube, 1840, as suppressed in (1) above; 

(b) Acrostomum Orsted, 1843 (an incorrect subsequent spelling of Akrostomum 
Grube, 1840). 

References 

Burger, O. 1895a. Die Nemertinen des Golfes von Neapel und der Angrenzenden Meeres- 
Abschnitte. Fauna und Flora des Golfes von Neapel, 22: 1-743. 



300 



Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 51(4) December 1994 



Burger, O, 1895b. Beitrage zur Anatomic, Systematik und geographischen Verbreitung der 
Nemertinen. Zeitschrift fur Wissenschaftliche Zoologie^ 61: 16-37. 

Biirger, O, 1904. Nemertini. Das Tierreiclu 20: 1-151. 

Biirger, O, 1909. Die Nemertinen. Wissenschaftliche Ergebnisse der Deutschen Tiefsee- 
Expedition auf deni Dampfer Valdivia I89S-1899, 20: 171-221. 

Carus, J.V. 1885. Prodromus Faunae Mediterraneae sive descriptio animalium maris 
mediterranei.., vol. 1 (Coelenterata, Echinodermata, Vermes, Arthropoda). 524 pp.. Koch, 
Stuttgart. 

Crandall, F.B. 1993a. The genus Valdivianemertes Stiasny-WijnhofT 1923 (Nemertea, Enopla, 
Hoplonemertea): its nomenclatural status and proper systematic position. Hvdrobiologia, 
266: 175-184. 

Crandall, F.B. 1993b. Major taxonomic characters and enoplan systematics. Hydrobiologia, 
266: 115-140. 

Diesing, K.M. 1850. Systema Helmintbwny vol. 1. 679 pp. Braurniiller, Vindobonae. 

Diesing, K.M. 1862. Revision der Turbellarien. Sitrungberichte Akademie der Wissenschaften 
Wien. Mathematisch- Naturwissenschaftliche Klasse, 45: 198-307. 

Ehrenberg, C.G. 1828, 1831. Phytozoa turbellaria Africana et Asiatica in Phytozoorum Tabula 
IV et V delineata. (Pp. 53-67 in: Animalia evertebrata exclusis insectis. 126 pp. Plates 
published in 1828, text in 1831). In: Hemprich, P.C. & Ehrenberg, C.G. (Eds.), 1828-1845. 
Symbolae Physicae, sen icones et descriptiones Corporum Naturalium novorum ... Pars 
Zoologica. Officina Academica, Berolina. 

Friedrich, H. 1935. Studien zur Morphologie, Systematik und Okologie der Nemertinen der 
Kieler Bucht. Archiv fiir Naturgeschichte, 4: 293-375. 

Friedrich, H. 1955. Beitrage zu einer Synopsis der Gattung der Nemertini monostilifera nebst 
Bestimmungsschlussel. Zeitschrift fur Wissenschaftliche Zoologie, 158: 133-192. 

Friedrich, H. 1957. Beitrage zur Kenntnis der Arktischen Hoplonemertinen. Videnskabelige 
Meddelelser fra Dansk Naturhistorisk Forening i Kjobenhavny 119: 129-154. 

Friedrich, H. 1968. SagaminemerteSy eine bemerkenschwerte neue Gattung der Hoplo- 
nemertinen und ihre systematische Stellung. Zoologischer Anzeiger, 180; 33-36. 

Gibson, R. 1972. Nemerteans. 244 pp. Hutchinson, London. 

Gibson, R. 1982. Nemertea. Pp. 823-846 in Parker, S.P. (Ed.), Synopsis and classification of 
living organismsy vol. 1. McGraw-Hill, New York. 

Gibson, R, 1988. Evolutionary relationships between mono- and polystihferous hoplonemerte- 
ans: Nipponnemertes (Cratenemertidae), a ‘missing link’ genus? Hydrobiologioy 156: 61-74. 

Gibson, R, & Crandall, F.B. 1989. The genus Amphiporus Ehrenberg, 1831 (Nemertea, Enopla, 
Monostiliferoidea). Zoologica Scripta, 18: 453-470. 

Gibson, R. & Crandall, F.B. 1991. Amphiporus Ehrenberg (Nemertea): proposed designation of 
Planaria lactifiorea Johnston, 1 828 as the type species. Bulletin of Zoological Nomencla- 
ture, 48(1): 22-24. 

Grube, A.E. 1840. Actinien, Echinodermen und Wiirmer des Adriatischen- und Mittelmeers. 92 
pp. Bon, Konigsberg. 

Hubrecht, A.A.W. 1879. The genera of European nemerteans critically revised, with descrip- 
tion of several new species. Notes from the Leyden Museum, 1(4): 193-232. 

Hubrecht, A.A.W. 1883. On the ancestral form of the Chordata. Quarterly Journal of 
Microscopical Science, 23: 349-368. 

Joubin, L. 1890. Recherches sur les Turbellaires des cotes de France (Nemertes). Archives de 
Zoologie Experimental et Generale, (2)8: 461-602. 

Joubin, L. 1894. Les Nemertiens. Pp. 1-235 in Blanchard, R. & Guerne, J. de (Eds.), Fauna 
Fran^aise. Societe d’Editions Scientifiques, Paris. 

Kirsteuer, E. 1963. Beitrage zur Kenntnis der Systematik und Anatomie der adriatischen 
Nemertinen (Genera Tetrastemma, Oerstedia, Oerstediella). Zoologische Jalirbiiclier 
(Abteilung fur Anatomie und Ontogenie der Tiere), 80: 555-616. 

Kirsteuer, E. 1973. A new polystiliferous hoplonemertean, Curranemertes natans gen. et sp. n., 
from the Caribbean Sea (Nemertina, Polystilifera, Reptantia). Zoologica Scripta, 2: 
125-140. 



Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 51(4) December 1994 



301 



McIntosh, W.C. 1873. A monograph of the British annelids, part I (The nemerteans). Pp. i-xiii, 
1-96, pis. 1-10. Ray Society, London. 

Orsted, A.S. 1843. Naturhistorisk Tidsskrift (Udgivet af H. Kroyer) Rtck. 1, 1837-1843, Bd. 4. 
Kjobenhavn. 

Orsted, A.S. 1844. Entwurf einer systernatischen Emtheilung und speciellen Beschreibung der 
Plattwtirmer, auf microscopische Untersuchungen gegriindet. 96 pp. Reitzel, Copenhagen. 
Stiasny-Wijnhoff, G. 1923. On Brinkmann’s system of the Nemertea Enopla and Siboga^ 
nemertes weberi n. gen. n. sp. Quarterly Journal of Microscopical Science, 67: 627-669. 
Stiasny-Wijnhoff, G. 1936. Die Polystihfera der Siboga Expedition. Monographie 22, 214 pp. 
in: Uitkomsten op Zoologisch. Botanisch, Oceanographisch en Geologisch ge beid verzameld 
in Nederlandsch Ooshindie 1899-1900. Brill, Leiden. 

Vaillant, L. 1890. Lombriciniens, Hirudiniens, Bdellomorphes, Teretulariens et Planariens. 
Histoire Naturelle des Animaux Marins et d’Eau Douce, 3(2): 341-768. 



